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LET'S KICK MENTAL ILLNESS

*TRIGGER WARNING* includes talk about suicide, depression, addiction, etc. 

Article by: Meghan Haney



Seasonal depression or Seasonal Depression Disorder is projected to thrive this winter especially after

months of social distancing and limited contact with family or large groups. This is depression that some

people get for a few months each year, most commonly during the late fall and winter months, as the days

shorten. It can linger until the following spring or summer. Although less common, SAD can also appear in

the summer months and go away as the season changes. To receive a SAD diagnosis, individuals need to

have episodes of major depression that coincide with a specific season for at least two years, according to

the National Institute of Mental Health. The condition is more common in women than in men, and affects

about 5% of the US population.

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. We all go through struggles in life but we don’t have to go through it by ourselves.

Our school counselor, Ms. Nickels, believes "We are fortunate to be in a Catholic school where we can talk

openly about our faith. We know that God is with us through everything and can lean on Him to get us

through. There are numerous bible verses that can bring comfort to many who are going through rough

times. One of my favorites is from Proverbs 3:5  "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your

own understanding, in all your ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct your paths." We know it’s hard to

ask for help whether it’s physically reaching out to someone such as a family member or your school

counselor. In 2019, 23.0 million (44.8%) received mental health services in the past year. Only 1 in 5

teenagers reach out. If you are struggling during these especially chaotic times you could raise that percent

and help not only yourself but others around you. At home you could go for a walk, listen to music, write,

read, draw, and many more things. With COVID-19 there are restrictions, but there are always solutions like

video chatting or simply just texting a friend or family member.  WE CAN DO THIS. Below are some hotlines

for you to use if you are ever in need of someone to talk to. Just know there is always a light at the end of

every tunnel. 





My cat’s name is Loki. He is 4 years old and a tabby, but we’re unsure about any

certain breed. He appeared on our back porch on August 18th, 2018 and was the

sweetest, most loving cat my whole family had ever met, so we kept him.  We

found out that he had been living under our swing set for a good amount of time

with lots of clumps of fur underneath. He was also extremely well house trained so

we also figured he was abandoned in one of the fields that surround my house. I

love him because he is loving and has such a strong personality. He loves rubbing

up against my leg, begging for me to pick him up and scratch behind his ear and

on his back. Then sometimes he’ll stare at me and meow to beg for food, even if

someone has already fed him. He is an amazing source of emotional support for

me. I often talk to him to let out stress, and he usually listens (as long as I’m giving

good scratches). He loves watching shows with me as well, staring at the TV, or

climbing up and trying to bat the characters. He helps me feel less lonely a lot of

the time through stuff like that. 

Pets play an important role in our everyday lives. We welcome them into our homes with unconditional love and

they eventually become our lifelong companions. Not only do they provide us with companionship, but also a sense

of emotional support. They act as stress reducers, cure our loneliness, and increase our activity and social levels.

Now more than ever our pets are playing a crucial role in our lives during these unprecedented times. We have all

been under an immense amount of stress this year and pets are a perfect solution to that. 

Paw Prints
Article By: Allison Bohman

My dog's name is Charley. She is a Beagador (Beagle/

Labrador mix). She is two years old and we rescued her

from the Brown County Humane Society. We have had her

since she was 7 months old. Being a dog person, Charley

holds a very important place in my life. We spoil her but she

fills a great void in our lives. She affords us the opportunity

to be playful, get exercise and exhibits unconditional love.

Life is much fuller because of Charley.

Keaton  Norell

Mr. Waak
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National Days of February 



Throughout the year, Roncalli High School offers dozens of service projects for everyone to participate in.

Service is something bigger than just an act to make you feel like a better person. It is something that you

participate in to try and bring light to an area that needs it. Here at Roncalli, Lasallian Youth plays a huge

role in organizing service projects for everyone. Besides Lasallian Youth, you can find service projects

through National Honor Society, Green Club, and Big Brothers Big Sisters. Every individual has the

opportunity to work with any of these groups and many others outside of school. 

Green Club is a student-founded club at Roncalli that aims to do environmental service projects throughout

the year. When asked what the purpose of Green Club is, club founder; Tristan Peterson says, “Green Club

aims to educate members about environmental issues and topics of conservation. It brings students as well

as faculty members together to discuss pressing ecological issues such as climate change, host events,

volunteer and assist in green activities, and connect with the local community in green projects.” With Tristan

having a passion to impact the environment as well as her drive to help all around her, she created a student

body organization, in hopes to spread the light she has to offer the world to others. 

Service with a Purpose
By: Anthony Gauger

“We all live on this planet, and with human

ignorance we have been destroying it out of

selfishness. We have to come together as one to

protect God’s gifts that are all around us.” 

 - Tristan Peterson

“Volunteering to me is using the gifts you have been

blessed with and the tools you have found to be good

at and applying them to the people and community

around you who need it.” - Jimmy Oberbroeckling



When asked the question, “What does service mean to you?”, Mrs. Vadney says, “Service is more than an

individual act, ought to be a way of living. My dad raised us to look for ways to use what God has given us

so that we could be of help to others. My mom demonstrated what it meant to give people warmth and love

in all that she did. When we look at the example of Jesus, not so much in typed words on a page, but in our

mind's eye or a great depiction of His compassion, we can see service as a continuation of His work on

earth through our own hands.  Service allows us the chance to sew the human family tighter together

through acts of kindness and selflessness." Mrs. Vadney had an amazing opportunity to participate in her

college's spring break service trips. She had the chance to travel to interesting cities around the country,

and build bonds with all sorts of amazing people. 

“If you've ever felt like you needed help, and someone came by and not only helped you, but made you feel

amazing while they did it, that's a true gift.  I am always seeking to do that for others.  I love the feeling of

helping someone and building relationships as I do.” - Mrs. Vadney

Helping others and volunteering takes many shapes and forms.

Senior Marcos Valenzuela, sees opportunities in the classroom.

“Tutoring is more about your attitude. To me, success in the

classroom comes from everyone knowing the material, so I strive

to help others to understand.” Marcos says he also benefits

from helping others as well because he gets to work with the

material even more to better understand. 

“If we think about service as an ecosystem, we strive for

harmony, and seeing the ways that you and your strengths work

in action, and how to better strengthen your weaknesses.” -

Marcos Valenzuela

 

Volunteering is an essential part of preparing students to take

responsibility as open minded people. While performing

community service, everyone has the opportunity to see first-

hand just how much their work can have an impact on the

world. As admission to colleges and universities have become

more competitive, volunteer experience can prove an

advantage in the college admissions process. When students

get involved in community service, they not only help others but

they also expand their worldview, develop empathy and

leadership skills, and realize how their actions can have a

positive impact.



When taking a step back, and getting in touch with our campus ministry, you come to know

how invested and important the school and the people within the school are to each and

everyone apart of the ministry. Mr. Jaeger, a first year faculty member, and one of the

campus ministers stated, “From high school to college, there was this growing hunger to

help those around me grow closer to Christ.” He also stated, “Any type of schooling can be

brutal environments at times, but that can be changed by sincerity and Christ led passion.”

In other words, when adversity strikes you in the chest, don’t shy away, keep pushing

forward with Christ as the captain to lead the way.

Throughout all high schools across the globe, teachers come and go, as well as serve as

different role models and mentors for students. Here at Roncalli, we have a plethora of

teachers that work together to provide students with the best education possible. While all

teachers play a big role in shaping the way of the school, some are less appreciated than

others. A small group of teachers known as the campus ministry team, do a great deal of

work behind the scenes, paving the way for the students' faith inside and outside of

Roncalli High School.

What's Your Calling?
Article By: Jack Beckner



Another campus minister that I got in touch with was Mrs. Vadney. Mrs. Vadney, like Mr.

Jaeger, is a first year faculty member and mentioned that in her upbringing she didn’t

even know that ministry was a field to pursue. She was more focused on going to medical

school to become a women’s health doctor. In her early years of college, she took some of

the hardest science classes to prepare herself for medical school. In the process of taking

these classes, she met a ton of new people, and soon became friends with many of them.

While spending time with these new friends, she noticed that most of them had a strong

relationship with Christ, and went to church very frequently. Due to being surrounded by

all of these people, Mrs. Vadney after grew a relationship with Christ. By the time she

graduated, and earned her undergraduate degree in Biology/Pre-Med, her mindset

shifted, and she went to attend The John Paul II Institute for studies in marriage and family

in Washington, DC. There she started working as a campus minister, and found what she

wanted to accomplish and pursue for the rest of her life.

Throughout the course of one's lifetime, interests, passions, and goals change. In the words of

Mr. Jaeger, “With Christ led passion, opportunities are endless, and growth in one’s passion is

guaranteed. Being present with Christ is a new beginning, a new chance, and a new home!"



Have you ever been interested in being a big brother or a big sister? There is an organization

called Big Brothers, Big Sisters. It is for youths between the age of 6-18.  Usually the program

matches kids from low-income, single-parent households with an adult volunteer who are

typically between the ages of teens to adults. This organization seeks to help and guide children

who are facing adversity whether it be at home or at school. It has been around since 1904 and

began in New York City. The children that have been a part of this organization usually come

from homes that just need extra light in their lives. Big Brothers, Big Sisters have provided a

better life for these kids. Most of the time, for the kids, seeing their big sibling is the happiest

thing that happens to them all day.

 

 At Roncalli, there are a few students who participate in this program as mentors for younger

kids. They are having an impact on the lives of younger kids by spending time with them, having

conversations with their “younger siblings” and modeling good behavior to them. The Roncalli

students give of their time and energy to someone who might not be as privileged. They are

creating long-lasting friendships with the kids they mentor.  

"Big Brothers, Big Sisters first started working with Roncalli High School and the

Elementary School about two years ago. My sister was one of the students who

originally brought up the idea of doing this. When the idea first came up I

thought it was a great idea and couldn't wait to get involved. I believe that it is

a great opportunity to get involved with the Roncalli community as well as

helping a young kid. With COVID it can be hard sometimes to stay connected

with your little, but Big Brothers, Big Sisters organization is a big help. I would

suggest that anyone who can take this opportunity does it. It helps you become

a better role model, leader, and it looks good on  scholarships." 

-Ethan Isselmann

Learning To Give
Article By: Megan Rotter



 



Jerry Paczkowski- 

“My favorite memories from Roncalli include the bus rides to and from Cross Country meets with my friends, as well

as the Spring Dance my Junior Year. The dance then was called TWIRP (The Woman is Responsible to Pay) and

Carrie (who is now my wife) asked me to go to the dance with her and that was our first date together.  We had

known each other since freshman year but that was the first time we had dated."

"I had hoped to do something in the medical field or possibly in engineering when I was a student at Roncalli. So I

took a lot of science and math classes to help me with either of those directions. I decided to pursue dentistry

while in college at the University of Minnesota and the coursework from Roncalli (especially from Paul Soquet)

certainly helped me to succeed in my college science and math courses. I had hoped to move back to Two Rivers

at some point, and feel fortunate that Carrie and I had the opportunity to do so after our graduation from the U of

M."

Roncalli has always prided itself not only in its students, but in its alumni. Some alumni went on to become

teachers here, while others went into service of the Church and service of the country. Others have gone into

different professions, such as dentistry or theological study. Each student who walked through our halls touched

Roncalli in one way or another, now we see how they touched the world.

I interviewed four alumni for their perspective on where life after Roncalli has taken them. These questions were

asked with the intent of inspiring thoughtful answers and dialogue, and that is what I recieved. If I have one piece

of advice, it is to take these answers as a sign to cherish the memories you make here, don’t anticipate what path

you will take in life, and take care to remember the lessons from Roncalli because they will take you far. 

“Do you have a favorite memory from Roncalli?”

“When you were in high school, did you see yourself being where you are now?” 

“Did lessons from Roncalli influence your path in life?”

"Lessons learned at Roncalli have definitely influenced my life. I learned

the value of service to others and using my talents to improve the world

around me. I continue to serve on several Boards for area service

organizations as well as the Roncalli Board of Trustees.  I also learned the

values of hard work and “trusting in the process”, which is something I tell

my kids all the time!”

From Here to Anywhere
Article By: Miranda Schneider



"In high school I really did not know where I would be in life. I signed up for

the Army reserves summer before senior year so I knew I would be at basic

after senior year but beyond that did not have any plans. I am currently in the

Middle East with the Army, never saw this coming, I like it so far. Once I get

back I am going to start my plumbing apprenticeship with Morris Plumbing

out of Milwaukee. I have been an employee for over a year now with them

and really enjoying it."

"Some lessons I've learned from high school that have really helped me after

high school is resilience I learned in sports. No matter the job I'm going to put

full effort into anything. Also respect. Nothing gets further in life than respect.

That is something Roncalli really taught me, and I think they teach it very

well."

"Yes. I was always taught to put maximum

effort in everything I do and I carried that

over towards life after Roncalli. When I went

to college to play sports, but was stopped

by an injury, joining the military pushed me

to be the best I could mentally and

physically. To this day, I am still grateful for

everything Roncalli has taught me and the

environment that I was surrounded in was

everything I needed to be successful in the

future.”

Cory Bahrs-  

"My favorite memory probably has to do with sports. Playing in big games, especially when they were home games

and the stands were packed all the to the roof. Those were good times. One of my favorite memories in school

was senior year religion class. The classes were very interesting and make you think about real questions you're

going to think about throughout life. In those classes as long as you could show the teacher you were learning the

material, you could have your own thoughts and back them up with statements. Really made me think about the

hard questions."

Brett Bahrs-

“Yes I do. The relationships I built with friends I had were unbeatable. I may have not talked to some friends from

high school for some time, but the second we reunite, we pick up right where we left off like we were never apart.

Other friends I’ve lived with after high school. Another thing was sports. The goals and achievements we set out to

accomplish were high, so we had to work for them. The drive and commitment taught me to never give up, even

today."

"Absolutely not. I planned on going to college to play baseball at a higher level, but never did when I got hurt. When

I joined the Army, my aspect changed a little bit and I always had complications with school and Army. I never

intended to see myself overseas in my life, as I’ve wanted to be a game warden but I am thankful for where life has

taken me."



 

Absolutely. Though I strongly believe family is the primary teacher, Roncalli High School played a fundamental role

in supporting and developing the gifts I brought to the table.”

Deacon Frank Birr-

 

“When I was a senior here, I was directing a group called “The Proclamations.”  The Proclamations was an early

version of Roncalli Singers, and I directed them as a senior project because our new choir director was not available

for extra-curricular groups. We invited Joe Feeney from The Lawrence Welk Show to come to Roncalli for a

fundraiser, and The Proclamations sang during intermission. I sang When Irish Eyes are Smiling in honor of the Irish

Tenor, and he commented to Father John Conrad, “That boy has a future,” and Father John replied, “Yes, he plans on

being a priest.” Then Joe said, “No future."

"I was certain I was supposed to be a priest but a semester in college made it clear to me that was not going to

happen. So I made the decision to switch from theological studies to musical studies. Not being completely

enthralled with student teaching, after graduation, I moved on to managing the men’s clothing department at

Schroeder’s Department Store for the next 20 years. I directed some local theater and church choirs in my spare

time up until Mrs.Tomaszewski informed me that Roncalli needed a director for the freshman choir. I figured I could

handle freshmen for a year, but it did not take long to find that I really enjoyed teaching. After the one year I was

asked to consider taking on all the choirs and have enjoyed that for over 22 years now. Later, when I was 55 and

eight months, I looked up the age limit for applying to be a deacon for the Diocese of Green Bay, and it was 56.

Just shy of my 56th birthday, I started the process for the Permanent Diaconate. After five years of formation and

earning a Masters Degree in Theological Studies, I was ordained and became one of the deacons for St. Peter the

Fisherman in Two Rivers."



“I think the biggest thing that I took from Roncalli,

and now try to pass on to others, is to be respectful

to others and really care about the other people

around you.  I think there are many great things

about Roncalli High School (as well as the other

schools) but one of the biggest things is that I really

feel as though this is a school where the people care

about you.  The faculty/staff really care about the

students and the students show a lot of respect back

to the teachers.  I feel when there is an environment

like that, it really allows people to truly be themselves

and grow in a comfortable setting where they don't

have to worry about being someone that they aren't.”

Since its first graduating class in 1969, Roncalli has been sending graduates out into the world and they have been

making it a better place. Roncalli instilled in them values of the mission statement - “To educate in the Catholic

traditions of lifelong service and academic excellence” and they have applied that to their lives and the world has

been better for it. And as we walk these halls, we are left to think what we can offer after our time here is done.

Mr. Garceau- 

“I don't know if there is one specific memory that stands out.  Just a lot of good times hanging out with friends and

getting closer with people.  Some things that stand out are...Freshman year meeting new friends from other schools.  I

came from Roncalli Middle School (previously named Cabrini) so I knew a good amount of my classmates from my

childhood, but some of my best friends were the kids that I never knew before high school that came from other

schools outside of Manitowoc. Going to friends' houses on the weekends to watch TV, play video games occasionally

and sit in the hot tubs.  Once again, just going back to hanging out with friends. Another great part of Roncalli is that

it's where I met my wife (Ms. Margaret Johnson) during the summer between our sophomore and junior year of high

school.  We started dating our junior year and now have been married for 13 years.  One thing that stands out though

about our relationship is that we still had our separate lives.  We hung out at school occasionally but also spent a

good amount of time just hanging out with our other friends.

“Definitely not. I was planning on being a firefighter or police officer coming out of high school but once I

graduated...for some reason I changed my mind.  I eventually went to school for business administration thinking that

I would work at the window company my dad founded (Vinyl Pro - which is now closed), but after getting done with

college, I worked a few different jobs in the Milwaukee area. Mrs. Garceau talked to me about pursuing an

education degree. I decided to go back to school to get a master's degree in education.  

"When I was in school as I didn't really understand the importance of education at the time, but I think that helps me

relate to the students whom school doesn't always come easy to.  I'm very thankful for my wife standing by my side

and pushing me to get into education because it's the first job that I've had where I'm excited to go to work on

Monday compared to other jobs where I used to dread the start of the work week.”



Christmas traditions are proven to be one of the most important aspects of the

Holiday Season. So many people around the world have Christmas traditions that

are unique to their family. Many families here at Roncalli have very cool traditions.  

Traditions are so important because they hold near and dear in our hearts and

help maintain the spirit of the Holidays.

Christmas movies have always been a great tradition for so many families. Home

Alone from Fox (1990) is the highest-grossing Christmas movie. It proved to be so

popular, that it stayed in theatres well past the Christmas season and was the

number one film at the box office for twelve straight weeks. The movie made over

$475 million. It is hard to argue that Home Alone is the Best Christmas Movie of all

time.

Sharing gifts is certainly a main part of the Christmas Season. The US postal

service delivers 850 million presents around the Christmas Season. Between

Thanksgiving and New Year's Day last year, the US Postal Service delivered an

estimated 850 million packages in addition to 15 billion pieces of mail. It is safe to

say the tradition of sharing gifts at Christmas isn’t going anywhere for a long long

time.

Cool Christmas Facts
Article by Andre Konopacki



Did you know that originally, Santa’s sleigh was led by only eight reindeer?

Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Comet, Cupid, Donner, and Blitzen. However,

Rudolph was not included. The popularity of the 1949 Christmas Song Rudolph

the Red-Nosed Reindeer has led to Rudolph joining the list. It would definitely

not be the same without Rudolph.

So what about individuals at Roncalli? What are some of their Christmas

traditions? The Taddy family has a few Christmas traditions that take place

every year. Matthew Taddy, who is a senior at Roncalli, says every year their

family has a big Christmas Eve dinner which consists of crab legs. Following

the big dinner, the family heads off to Midnight Mass and opens up presents

when they get home. On Christmas Day, the family goes to Grandma and

Grandpa’s house to celebrate with them. Matthew says these traditions make

Christmas so much better.

Jack Wagner, who is also a senior at Roncalli also has a couple of interesting

Christmas traditions. The Wagner family makes Christmas candy leading up to

Christmas Day. They celebrate at their grandparent’s house as well where they

do a Secret Santa each year. Jack says there is no doubt that these traditions

make Christmas so much better.

Jack Wagner Matthew Taddy



Winter Vibes
By Keaton Norell

Winter is usually completely overshadowed by the Christmas season, but

winter in itself is a season with a unique identity and feeling.  Winter is full

of coldness, with dead plants everywhere, not to mention the generally gray

and gloomy weather that plagues us with snow and an increasing earlier

sunset.  It leaves a depressing taste in everyone’s mouth. This list is some

movies, shows, and music that capture the feeling, or vibes, of Winter.

Cowboy Bebop
A fantastic exploration into trauma and past, this blender of aesthetics creates a

unique space opera with endearing characters.  The show centers on Spike, a space

bounty hunter (called cowboys) and the crew of the ship Bebop, including Jet Black

and Faye Valentine.  They go on a variety of journeys that range from a bounty of the

week chase to in-depth character explorations.  The show has fantastic tone and

detail, along with great comedy, especially with great characters like Radical Edward.  

The themes of trauma and the past catching up can lead to very emotional and heavy

moments that flow perfectly from the comedy, like an episode focusing on an

adventure to play a Sony Betamax tape, ending with one of the most bittersweet

character moments of the show.  I would recommend this show to everyone, especially

fans of animation.  (Available on Hulu)

The Black Parade by My Chemical Romance
Defining and mainstreaming alternative culture of the time, My Chemical

Romance’s rock opera about a dying cancer patient has become a classic of

rock as a whole.  Its eerie story and atmosphere is what puts this on the list. 

 The variety of emotion from depression to full on rage from vocalist Gerard

Way emphasizes the album's focus on mental health, captured in the music

too, with piano driven laments switching to apocalyptic guitar ballads.  The

story of the cancer patient becomes extremely interesting with his falling out

with his lover and life as a soldier encapsulated within his journey to the

afterlife, a continuous marching parade of souls.  I would recommend this

album to anyone, with there being elements of it that can appeal to more pop

or rap focused listeners along with more hardcore punk or metal fans. 

 (Available on all music streaming)



Death Note (2006)
One of the fundamental shows imported from our isolated neighbors from the

East, Death Note is one of the most interesting and creative explorations of death

and madness.  The story is about Light Yagami, a teenager with a genius intellect,

who finds a notebook that kills people whose names are written in them, provided

the rules of the notebook are met. The show, like many classic shows out of Japan,

has a central theme of human morality and the value of human life.  The

interesting premise, the clear and defined characters, and the fantastic and

thorough writing drive the story to unique and dark places would recommend this

show if you’re a big fan of animation in general, shows with strong mystery and

serialized elements, or are wondering why the whole internet got angry at Netflix

for trying to make this show into a bad movie. (Available on Netflix, Hulu)

Hospice by The Antlers
One of the most influential and impactful indie records to be released in the past

decade, Hospice is the story of Kettering and the abuse he faces from his wife

Sylvia.  She is dying from cancer (a running trend), and takes her built up anger

and rage out on Kettering, who grows more and more distant with every obstacle

that faces them.  Their relationship becomes so toxic and so abusive, that when

Kettering learns Sylvia is going to die soon, he is almost happy because he finally

doesn’t have to experience the pain anymore.  This is a difficult album to get

through, and explores every aspect of their terrible relationship, but doesn’t end

with the abuse.  It ends with Kettering leaving her, finally admitting to himself that

he isn’t at fault for being abused, and trying to rebuild his own life while dealing

with the trauma she left him.  (Available on all music streaming)
Grave of the Fireflies

In 1940s Japan, a teenage boy named Seita has to protect his young sister

from the cruelties of war, facing bombings, starvation, and death around

almost every corner.  This is an absolutely powerful film with an insanely

strong anti-war message, bringing a sympathetic personal relationship to the

enemies of the righteous American war.  The bond you grow with Seita and

his sister Setsuko reveals the true horror of war and the toll it has on

humanity. I think this is a film everyone who can should watch.  It is very

impactful and creative in its meaning and how it shows the depth of this

story (Available on HBO Max) Give Up by The Postal Service
An album full of sad love songs, this album does not seem like anything special at a

glance, but that would negate the strength the music has with its fusion of

electronics from Jimmy Tamborello with Death Cab for Cutie’s Ben Gibbard’s lyrics

and vocals.  The album tells a story about a lover who was left by his partner, trying

to get her back.  This is all set on the backdrop of a decaying world, where going

outside can give you cancer. The parallels of Ben’s loneliness and the planet bring a

distinctly macabre feel to the album. If you’re one for artists like Juice WRLD,

Cavetown, Twenty One Pilots, or Billie Eilish, this album is for you, with a distinct

influence from this project on those artists.  (Available on all music streaming).

Winter is a very unique period of the year.  The seasonal depression and death of nature creates a

melancholy aesthetic that is present in a lot of media.  It can be found in the presence of death, but also in

issues of mental health, loss, and disaster.  Winter is dark and so is this media.  It has helped me through

my struggles, and I hope it might be able to help you through yours and also give you some great vibes.



OUR HOMETOWN VETERANS STILL SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY

The American Legion was established March 15, 1919, in Paris, France, as a patriotic veterans'

organization. Focusing on service to veterans, service members and communities, the Legion

evolved from a group of war-weary veterans of World War I into one of the most influential

nonprofit groups in the United States. Membership swiftly grew to over 1 million, and local posts

sprang up across the country. Today, membership stands at nearly 2 million in more than 13,000

posts worldwide. The posts are organized into 55 departments: one each for the 50 states, along

with the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, France, Mexico and the Philippines.

There is also another group called the Sons of the American Legion. It was established in 1932 as

an organization within The American Legion. The S.A.L. is made up of boys and men of all ages

whose parents or grandparents served in the United States military and became eligible for

membership in The American Legion. Since 1988, The Sons have raised more than $6.9 million for

The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation. Members have volunteered over 1.3 million hours to

date in Veterans Hospitals throughout the country and raised over $2,500,000 that has gone

directly to VA hospitals and VA homes for a variety of items including TVs, radios, medical

equipment and clothing for the patients.

BY:  JARID ERTMAN



The Legion also gives out different scholarships, like the Shooting Sports Scholarship, the

Baseball Scholarship, the Eagle Scout of the Year, the Legacy Scholarship, the Samsung

Scholarship, and they also give a scholarship for the Oratorical Contest.

 
Scholarships are awarded to the three finalists. First place receives $25,000, second gets

$22,500 and third takes $20,000. Each individual state winner certified into and participating

in the first round of the national contest receives a $2,000 scholarship. Each first-round winner

who advances but does not qualify for the finals receives an additional $2,000 scholarship.

Oratorical scholarship recipients will be eligible to receive their scholarships immediately upon

graduation from high school (public, parochial, military, private or state accredited home

school) and must utilize the total award within eight (8) years, excluding active military duty or

religious mission. Scholarships may be used to attend any college or university in the United

States. Additionally, the winner of the National Oratorical Contest will travel to join the Youth

Champion Delegation of The American Legion that is honored each August at the annual

National Convention of The American Legion. Since this program starts at the local level,

scholarships could be awarded to participants by posts, districts, counties and departments

during earlier levels of competition.

One of our local posts is post 165. My father is the post's commander. The Two Rivers Post was

chartered October 29, 1919, making the post almost 102 years old. There is a membership fee for

the Legion. For the Two Rivers post the fee is $35, but depending on what the commander thinks

is best for the post it could be more. The minimum is $30 because that money is given to the

American Legion organization. 



Attitude of Graditude
I am thankful for...

"I'm grateful for the community of Roncalli and for my

friends who I have met here."

-Xavier Piper "I'm grateful for my family because they always support

me and have done so much for me."

- McKenzie Staudinger

"I'm grateful for my dog and my friends because

they're always there for me and I don't know where I'd

be without them. " 

-Marshall Maternoski " I am grateful that I am health through Covid and that we

are able to do sports still. I am also grateful that we are able

and have the advantage to go to school and play sports"-

Brayden Yanda 
" I am very grateful for my mom and my dad. They have been

my biggest supporters since day one."

-Jessica Estrada 

"I am grateful for the oppurtunity to go to school

where I am. I didn't know this before, but as I get

closer to graduation, the people I spend my time with

in jet block and the education I get here is what I am

so thankful for. I've had so many great opportunities

to grow and learn what is the most important in life

and I'm so happy that I was put in this school to grow

in knowledge and love."

-Sam Frauenfeld"I am grateful for my family, school life and the

opportunities it has given me from friends, to my future, to

the family I have made at school."

- Elliott Huske

"I am grateful for my family because they are always their

for me, whether it be academically, athletically, or in my

personal life."

- Elena Koss

"I am grateful to have loving, supportive, kind-hearted

people in my life. I am also grateful for my good health

and friends at school."

-Allison Bohman

"I am grateful for all the wonderful people

who are helping each other, and giving a

message of hope."

-Mrs. Garceau

"I am grateful for my friends and family

because they bring the best out of me,

I am also grateful for the sports I'm

able to be apart of." 

-Tyler Bonin



Winter Fun



T H E  P I L O T

Vol. 12  No. 2

Winter 2021




